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The Earliest Women Ordained in American 
Congregationalism ~ A Brief Quiz With Answers 


Part 1 - Questions 


The first woman ordained in a mainline American Protestant denomination was Antoinette L. 
Brown. She was ordained on September 15, 1853 by the Congregational church she was serving in 
South Butler, NY. At the time, most Christians in America, including Congregationalists, were not in 
favor of women being ordained. Unfortunately, Antoinette left her church and parish ministry after 
about a year, but became an accomplished speaker, author, and advocate for women’s rights. She later 
became a Unitarian minister. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoinette_Brown_Blackwell 


At the time of Antoinette’s death, The New York Times on November 6, 1921, carried an article 
entitled “Earliest Woman Pastor Dies at 96" which contained the following description: 


Her regular ordination at South Butler as an orthodox Congregational minister in 1853 aroused severe 
condemnation. The New York Independent called her an infidel. Her church appointed her a delegate to the 
World’s Temperance Convention in this city. When she rose to speak the convention, composed chiefly of 
ministers, howled and hooted during the two days to drown her voice. Despite the aid of Channing, Phillips, 
Garrison and others, she was not allowed to be heard. 


{Fill in the Blanks Below} 


QUESTION 1: The second ordination of a woman by a Congregational 
church did not take place until 1884. After serving her church as a “stated 
supply” for nearly four years, this woman’s church held a special worship 
service in which it granted her the authority to exercise for their church 
“the functions of a settled minister, as far as the rules of 
Congregationalism will allow.” Local newspapers at that time referred to 
that worship service as an ordination. However, that ordination was not 
recognized then by Congregationalists on the Association, Conference, or 

: From: A Woman of the 
National levels. 7: 

; , : Century, ed. by 

This woman’s name was and the church which so Pisnces Willarie 
honored her in 1884 was located in ' Mary Livermore, 1893 


QUESTION 2: Who was the first woman ordained by a Council of 
Congregational churches, not just by her own Congregational church, 
meaning that her ordination was widely accepted by other 
Congregationalists? This woman was born in Massachusetts. She was 
ordained in 1889. During her career, she served five different churches, 
received a Ph.D., and authored 

books. She is buried in Lunenberg, MA. This woman’s name was 


and the Congregational church she was ordained in was 

located in : From: A Woman of the 
Century, ed. by 
Frances Willard and 
Mary Livermore, 1893 
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QUESTION 3: In my research I have discovered 47 women who were ordained by Councils of 
Congregational churches from the first such woman in 1889 [noted in Question 2] through the year 
1901. In that period, what text in the New Testament was often referred to, to justify the ordination of 
women in Congregationalism? That text was: 


QUESTION 4: Many of those early female Congregational ministers were noted for their ability to do 
what? 


QUESTION 5: It wasn’t until 1894 that a Council of MA Congregational 
churches ordained their first female minister. When this woman’s 
husband was studying at Andover Theological Seminary to become a 
Congregational minister, she attended his classes over a two year period 

to take notes for him, due to his poor health. Later, when he was serving a 
MA church she substituted for him when he was not well enough to 
preach. When she was ordained by a Council to serve that church as an 
assistant pastor, her husband was given a year’s leave of absence to go 
abroad, in the hope his health would be restored. When he returned, he 


resigned his ministerial position and his wife was installed as the church’s Courtesy of the MA 
ies ; eae ; ; Congregational Church she 
minister with full responsibilities. This woman’s name was eg 


and the church she was ordained to serve was in the 


MA town of 


QUESTION 6: This person was the third woman ordained by a 
Congregational Council. She was ordained in 1890 to serve with her 
Congregational minister husband as Congregational Home 
Missionaries out West. She wrote a book, entitled “Fanny's 
Autobiography,” which told about their missionary experiences, 
including the hardships they and others faced on the open prairie 
under frontier conditions. She told that story from the perspective of 
Fanny, the couple’s horse which pulled their carriage across the 
prairie to their numerous ministerial appointments. This woman’s 


: 5 From: Fanny's Autobiography: A 
name was and she was ordained in what town Story Of Home Missionary Life On 


and state? The Frontier, by , 1894. 


+t++++ 
Here are some quick anecdotes about a few other early female Congregational ministers: 


~ The one ordained in 1889 in NY who wrote the eulogy for Mark Twain’s funeral, but who was sick 
the day of his funeral, so her minister husband presented it. 


~ The one ordained in 1893 in OR who rode on her horse “Missionary Jo” without a saddle and fell off 
him often, but who was esteemed and called “our Joan of Arc” by the Congregational missionary 
Superintendent of Oregon. 


~ The one ordained in 1899 in IA who was a physician, an early missionary to the Sioux, and a spirited 
advocate for Native Americans. She was also considered an authority on Native American affairs and 
problems. 
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Note: 
The answers to the previous 


quiz questions are on the 
next pages of this document. 
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The Earliest Women Ordained in American 
Congregationalism ~ A Brief Quiz With Answers 


Part II - Answers 


Question 1: Louise Southard Baker was ordained in the First Congregational Church of Nantucket 
on August 25, 1884. Weeks later, the local newspaper known as the Nantucket Journal carried an 
article from the publication the Woman's Journal. That article bore the title “Ordination of Miss 
Baker,” and began with the following words. 


“The ordination of Louise S. Baker as pastor of the First Congregational church of Nantucket is 
a significant sign of the times. The Nantucket church has cut the Gordian knot which excluded 
women from the ministry of that denomination. Every Congregational church in the land has a 
right to take similar action, the polity of each being determined by itself. Rev. Miss Baker is now 
legally an Orthodox Congregational minister, as much so as if she had been examined by a 
council and ordained by the laying on of hands. She can solemnize marriages under 
Massachusetts laws, and courts will, if necessary, affirm her right to do so.” 


Louise served the Nantucket church for 8 years [1880-1888] and died of tuberculosis in 1896. Louise 
was also a temperance speaker and a poet and author. An historical novel of hers was published more 
than 40 years after her death. The novel is entitled “Eunice Hussey” and is about the life of an early 
19" century Nantucket woman. 


Question 2: Mary Leona Moreland was ordained by a Congregational Council on July 18, 1889 in 
Wyanet, IL. She was born in Westfield, MA in 1859. She attended the Moody Bible Institute in 
Chicago. She served in Wyanet for seven years and then in other Congregational churches for about 19 
more years. Mary was a suffrage leader and a speaker for the Women’s Christian Temperance Union. 
She was a personal friend of Frances Willard, the noted suffragist and President of the WCTU. Mary 
was not married. Mary also authored five books. She earned a Ph.D. from Creel Springs College and 
was awarded a Doctor of Divinity Degree. She represented the women of the ministry of the 
Congregational denomination at the World’s Congress held in Chicago in 1893. 

The Wyanet church dropped its denominational affiliation in 1960 and is now called the 
Congregational Bible Church. It has a stained glass window in Mary Moreland’s honor. 


Question 3: 
What biblical text did Congregationalists most often refer to in the late 19" century to justify the 


ordination of women? It was the biblical description of the day of Pentecost: Acts 2:17-18 (King 
James Version) 


12. And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 
13. Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. 

14. But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of 
Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 
15. For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 

16. But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 
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17. And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18. And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my 
Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 


Question 4: What ability were many of those earliest female Congregational ministers particularly 
noted for being able to do? It was their ability to prophesy and preach. 


Question 5: Amelia Adelaide Frost was ordained on February 14, 1894 at the Congregational church 
in Littleton, Massachusetts to serve as assistant pastor. Her husband, George B. Frost, was the pastor 
there. She served that church until September 1, 1900. Upon receiving Amelia's resignation, the 
Littleton church passed the following resolution of appreciation: 


“... we heartily bear record to the fidelity with which the work of her ministry in this parish has 
been done, and to the one purpose of her life, to build up the church and to broaden the life and 
character of all with whom she came in contact. 


In the community and among those who do not worship with us, kind appreciative words are 
heard on every side. Her influence has been of the highest nature and we feel will remain with us 
and bear fruitage worthy of her example, as such lives cannot fail to leave an impress upon those 
with whom they have been associated.” 


The Congregational Church in Littleton (UCC) has a stained glass window in its sanctuary, in honor of 
Rev. Amelia Frost. 


Question 6: Mary Evaline Drake was ordained on December 18, 1890 in Iroquois, South Dakota. 

Mary was a leader in the woman’s temperance movement. Mary’s mission efforts in South Dakota 

with her minister husband, Rev. Andrew J. Drake, included leading revival services and preaching at 

various locales, addressing area Sunday schools, and helping raise money to build a church at Iroquois. 

Mary also traveled widely, even around New England, and did public speaking to raise funds for 

Congregational Home Missions. Mary died in 1916 in Portland, Oregon after an extended illness. 
wept 


Anecdotes About a Few Other Early Female Congregational Ministers 


A. The minister who wrote Mark Twain’s funeral eulogy, but whose minister husband presented it, 
because she was sick the day of Twain’s funeral: 


Annis Ford Eastman was ordained on November 12, 1889 at the Congregational church in Brookton, 
NY. She and her husband, Rev. Samuel Eastman, served as co-pastors at the famous Park Church in 
Elmira, NY, which is where they knew Mark Twain. She was the second woman ordained by a 
Congregational council. The Brookton church Annis was ordained in, was served by 3 of the earliest 
female Congregational ministers. 


B. The minister in Oregon who fell off her horse [named “Missionary Joe’”’] and who was esteemed 
and called “our Joan of Arc” by the male Congregational Missionary Superintendent of Oregon: 
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Dora Reed Barber was ordained August 30, 1893 in Wilsonville, Oregon. Dora and her minister 
husband, Jerome Barber, often traveled on horseback to numerous settlements in the region, where 
they preached and organized churches, Sunday Schools, and societies of Christian Endeavor for young 
people. Dora died in 1929 in Portland, Oregon. 


C. The minister in lowa who was an early missionary to the Sioux, a physician, and considered an 
authority on Native American affairs and problems: 


Mary Clementine Collins was ordained October 30, 1899 in Keokuk, Iowa. She ministered among 


the Sioux and became an outspoken critic of Native American mistreatment. Her autobiography is 
entitled “How I Became A Missionary.” Mary Collins died in Keokuk, Iowa in 1920. 


a 


